




 
Commonwealth of Australia 

STATUTORY DECLARATION 

Statutory Declarations Act 1959 
 

 
1. Insert the name, 
address and occupation 
of person making the 
declaration 

 
I, 

 
Make the following declaration under the Statutory Declarations Act 1959 

 
2. Insert name of 
deceased Australian 
Defence Force member or 
former member 

In Relation to 

Claim by immediate family member   (Refer to paragraph 3 of the attached guidance for applicants)

 

My relationship to the deceased member is: (circle your relationship on the list below) 

Spouse/defacto spouse  (Relationship to the member at time of their death) 

Child 

Grand child 

Parent 

Sibling 

and I believe there is no other person with a higher priority to claim unissued awards; OR 

 
 
 
 
3. Relationship of 
applicant to deceased 
Australian Defence Force 
member or former 
member. 
 
(Delete the section that 
does not apply) 

Other claimant   (Refer to paragraphs 4 to 6 of the attached guidance for applicants) 

I am their             (insert relationship to deceased)   and 
a statement detailing the circumstances that support my application is provided below: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

If insufficient space for statement, please continue on an additional page 

 
4. Signature of person 
making the declaration 

 

 
5. Place 
6. Day 
7. Month and year 

Declared at 5                                            on 6                             of 7                             20____
 
Before me, 

 
 
8. Complete if person 
making declaration 
claims to hold member’s 
original medals  (Delete 
if not applicable) 

I have sighted the deceased member’s previously issued medals which are inscribed with their 
details. (Refer to paragraph 6 of the attached guidance for applicants) 

 
9. Signature of person 
before whom the 
declaration is made  

 

 

 
10. Full name, 
qualification and address 
of person before whom 
the declaration is made 

 

Note 1:  A person who intentionally makes a false statement in a statutory declaration is guilty of an offence, the punishment for 
which is imprisonment for a term of 4 years – see Section 11 of the Statutory Declarations Act 1959 

Note 2:  Chapter 2 of the Criminal Code applies to all offences against the Statutory Declarations Act 1959 – see section 5A of 
the Statutory Declarations Act 1959 

Note 3:  All relevant sections must be completed by the applicant and witnessing signatory 



A statutory declaration under the Statutory Declarations Act 1959 may be made before– 

(1) a person who is currently licensed or registered under a law to practise in one of the following occupations: 

Chiropractor  Dentist   Legal practitioner 

Medical practitioner  Nurse   Optometrist 

Patent attorney  Pharmacist   Physiotherapist 

Psychologist  Trade marks attorney  Veterinary surgeon 

(2) a person who is enrolled on the roll of the Supreme Court of a State or Territory, or the High Court of Australia, as a legal practitioner (however 
described); or 

(3) a person who is in the following list: 

Agent of the Australian Postal Corporation who is in charge of an office supplying postal services to the public 

Australian Consular Officer or Australian Diplomatic Officer (within the meaning of the Consular Fees Act 1955) 

Bailiff 

Bank officer with 5 or more continuous years of service 

Building society officer with 5 or more years of continuous service 

Chief executive officer of a Commonwealth court 

Clerk of a court 

Commissioner for Affidavits 

Commissioner for Declarations 

Credit union officer with 5 or more years of continuous service 

Employee of the Australian Trade Commission who is: 

(a) in a country or place outside Australia; and 

(b) authorised under paragraph 3 (d) of the Consular Fees Act 1955; and 

(c) exercising his or her function in that place 

Employee of the Commonwealth who is: 

(a) in a country or place outside Australia; and 

(b) authorised under paragraph 3 (c) of the Consular Fees Act 1955; and 

(c) exercising his or her function in that place 

Fellow of the National Tax Accountants’ Association 

Finance company officer with 5 or more years of continuous service 

Holder of a statutory office not specified in another item in this list 

Judge of a court 

Justice of the Peace 

Magistrate 

Marriage celebrant registered under Subdivision C of Division 1 of Part IV of the Marriage Act 1961 

Master of a court 

Member of Chartered Secretaries Australia 

Member of Engineers Australia, other than at the grade of student 

Member of the Association of Taxation and Management Accountants 

Member of the Australasian Institute of Mining and Metallurgy 

Member of the Australian Defence Force who is: 

(a) an officer; or 

(b) a non-commissioned officer within the meaning of the Defence Force Discipline Act 1982 with 5 or more years of continuous service; 
or 

(c) a warrant officer within the meaning of that Act 

Member of the Institute of Chartered Accountants in Australia, the Australian Society of Certified Practising Accountants or the National 
Institute of Accountants 

Member of: 

(a) the Parliament of the Commonwealth; or 

(b) the Parliament of a State; or 

(c) a Territory legislature; or 

(d) a local government authority of a State or Territory 

Minister of religion registered under Subdivision A of Division 1 of Part IV of the Marriage Act 1961 

Notary public 

Permanent employee of the Australian Postal Corporation with 5 or more years of continuous service who is employed in an office supplying 
postal services to the public 

Permanent employee of: 

(a) the Commonwealth or a Commonwealth authority; or 

(b) a State or Territory or a State or Territory authority; or 

(c) a local government authority; 

with 5 or more years of continuous service who is not specified in another item in this list 

Person before whom a statutory declaration may be made under the law of the State or Territory in which the declaration is made 

Police officer 

Registrar, or Deputy Registrar, of a court 

Senior Executive Service employee of: 

(a) the Commonwealth or a Commonwealth authority; or 

(b) a State or Territory or a State or Territory authority 

Sheriff 

Sheriff’s officer 

Teacher employed on a full-time basis at a school or tertiary education institution 



 
 

GUIDANCE FOR PERSONS WHO MAY BE ELIGIBLE TO MAKE APPLICATION FOR THE GRANT OF 
UNISSUED SERVICE AWARDS OF DECEASED MEMBERS 

 

1. This guidance is provided for those making application to be granted the unissued 
service awards of deceased members of the Australian Defence Force (ADF).  The term 
‘members’ refers to serving and former members of the ADF, and civilians deemed eligible to 
receive service awards under determinations for those awards.  

Categories of applicant 

2. Under the Defence policy for the granting of unissued awards there are two categories of 
claimant.  These are members of the deceased person’s immediate family and other persons 
who may be considered under exceptional circumstances.  The Defence policy is available on 
the Directorate of Honours and Awards (DH&A) website: www.defence.gov.au/medals  

3. Immediate family member. A relative of the deceased member whose relationship is 
included in the list below is entitled to apply as a member of his or her immediate family.  The 
immediate family section of the statutory declaration should be completed by those persons.  
This list is in descending priority of entitlement. 

Spouse/defacto spouse (Relationship to the member at time of their death) 

Child 

Grand child 

Parent 

Sibling 

4. Other claimants.  Any person who is not listed as an immediate family member may 
apply to have special consideration for the granting of unissued awards.  These applications will 
be considered by the approving delegate on a case by case basis.  Applicants are required to 
provide a statement that fully details the justification for their claim.  Examples of circumstances 
that could be given are that no member of the immediate family remains or that the applicant 
holds the deceased member’s original medals by gift or bequest.  Similarly, an institution such 
as an approved museum, an orphanage or school that may have been bequeathed or gifted a 
member’s medals may also be considered.  

5. Persons applying to be granted unissued medals by virtue of holding a deceased 
member’s medals must produce those medals to the person before whom the declaration is 
made to certify that they are the medals originally issued to the deceased member and have the 
member’s details properly engraved upon them. 

6. Possession of a deceased member’s medals will not necessarily give a person a higher 
priority to claim other medals.  If a person with a higher priority to claim is known, that person 
must apply for unissued medals.  Under no circumstances will unissued medals be granted to 
medal dealers or collectors, even if a deceased member’s original awards are held by them. 

Action in case of dispute  

7. Applicant/s must note that if they are granted award/s, they become the personal 
property of the recipient.  Any dispute arising after awards are issued is to be resolved in the 
same way as any other property matter.  Defence has no responsibility for awards that have 
been issued and will not become involved in any property dispute that may arise. 

8. If DH&A becomes aware of any dispute that exists before approval is given to grant 
awards, normally no grant will be made until the dispute is resolved.  However, if an applicant is 
able to present strong evidence that resolution is impossible and every effort has been made to 
achieve resolution, the approving authority may determine that awards be granted, 
notwithstanding lack of resolution. 

 

http://www.defence.gov.au/medals
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